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Poly students collaborate 
^ th  NASA on project
Tristan Aird
MUSTANG DAILY
A project that began more than a year 
ago culminated over winter break when 
NASA launched a rocket into space car­
rying equipment built by four Cal Poly 
aerospace engineering students.
Roland C oelho, Lori Brooks, 
Jonathan Brown and Wenshel Lan 
helped design the P-Pod CubeSat 
orbital delivery system, which was 
launched on a U.S. Air Force Minotaur 
rocket from Wallops M id-Atlantic 
Flight Facility near Chincoteague, Va., 
on D ec. 16. T he rocket will help 
researchers better understand the 
impact o f  space flight on microscopic 
life and biological mechanisms.
“ It gave us a good taste o f  what the 
industry is like,” Brown said. “NASA 
built the satellite and we developed the 
déployer. We kind o f  acted as an inter­
face between the launch vehicle and the 
satellite.”
C oelho, Brooks, Brown and Lan 
teamed with NASA Ames Research 
Center, the Center for R o b o tic  
Exploration and Space Technologies 
and students flpom both Stanford and 
Santa Clara universities on G en eSat-l,a  
10-pound satellite which Coelho said 
carried E. coli for researchers to study.
Coelho and Lan were in Virginia 
before the launch to integrate- their
Cal Poly aero­
space engineering 
students recently 
built a piece o f 
equipment car­
ried by a rocket 
into space.
I
work into the rocket.
GeneSat-1 was deployed in space by 
the P-Pod, which Brown said is about 
15 inches long. The experiment portion 
o f  the project ended Dec. 22, Coelho 
said.
“It was a complete success,” Coelho 
said o f  the launch. “Everything went 
according to plan. O nce GeneSat-1 was 
ejected from the P-Pod, we were able to 
talk to the satellite and NASA was able 
to run experiments on the bacteria and 
they got useful data.”
According to the pro ject’s latest 
Mission Status Report on Jan. 3, the 
temperature o f  the bacteria is 77 
degrees and has a humidity o f 92.063 
percent.
Stanford helped develop the satellite’s 
structure and communication system 
and Santa Clara helped with on-orbit 
operations, Brown said.
While Brown said the overall project 
took more than a year to complete, he 
added it was not entirely difficult.
“ It’s not really a difficult process,” 
Brown said. “You just have to pay a lot 
o f  attention to detail. It's just a spring- 
loaded mechanism. It has a mechanism 
at the top that holds the door closed.”
Although the experiment stage o f  the 
project is over, the satellite itself can 
continue to function for roughly three
tcc CttbcSat, page 2
ffMur Cal
e S U , Cal Poly online 
applications shatter 
previous records
Brittany Ridley *
MUSTANG DAILY
Cal Poly received a record 34,173 applications for the 2007-08 school 
year, an 11 percent increase from 2(K)6.
This is the 13th year in a row that Cal Poly has had a record number o f 
applicants.
Since 1993, Cal Poly’s application pool has tripled, and has increa.sed 60 
percent since 2(XJ0.
Much o f this increase is due to the faculty’s commitment o f building 
relationships with prospective students, said James Maraviglia, assistant vice 
president for admission recruitment and financial aid.
“Our goal here is to build relationships with our different constituencies 
by linking the campus community to them long before they begin an appli­
cation process,” Maraviglia said.“l think part o f it is our ability to build rela­
tionships with students later on in the ninth or 10th grade. Here, our dean 
and our department chairs send our prospective students e-mail messages.”
Cal Poly uses a VIP portal and integrated communication messages to 
drive applicant interests. Prospective students can create a personalVIP page 
on the Cal Poly Web site to receive additional information about the uni­
versity. Cal Poly also uses text mes,sages and broadcasts phone mes.sages to 
communicate with prospective students, Maraviglia said.
“Our integrated communication allows the entire campus to communi­
cate with prospective students,” Maraviglia said. “We typically have almost
see Applicants, page 2
States Step u p  to  fund Am trak 
service, b u t w an t federal m atch
Sa ra sh  K a ru s h
ASSIX IATED PRESS
The Pacific Surfliner, running fiom San Luis Obispo, C alif, down the 
coast to San Diego, is Amtrak’s second-most popular route, with nearly 
2.7 million passengers last year.
But one thing sets it apart fixjm most other trains run by the federally 
funded passenger railroad; It’s paid for by the state o f California.
California is among 14 states that fund corridor service that Amtrak 
wouldn’t otherwise provide. On Tuesday, Sens. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., 
and Trent Lott, R-M iss., are expected to announce the introduction o f 
legislation that would, among other things, encourage more state invest­
ment in Amtrak by making federal matching funds available.
The sweeping bill —  similar to one that passed in the Senate 93 to 6 
last year but was never voted on in the House —  calls for $12 billion in 
federal fun4ing for the next six years. Many Amtrak supporters believe it 
has a better chance this year with Democrats in control o f C^ongress.
see Amtrak, page 2
What: John R. Benemann, the 
director for the Institute of 
Environmental Management, will 
discuss the role of biofuel in 
terms of global warming in the 
next three decades.
When: Thursday, Jan. 18 at 
11 a.m.
Where: The Business Rotunda
For more info: Contact Tryg 
Lundquist at (805) 756-7275.
What: As part of the 
Distinguished Speaker Series, 
Randy Bernard wilt speak on his 
experience as CEO of 
Professional Bull Riders, Inc.
When: Thursday, Jan. 18 at 2 
p.m. with a reception afterward 
at 3:45 p.m.
Where: Spanos Theatre
For more Info: Contact Leslie 
McKinley at (805) 756-2219.
What: English professor 
Kevin Clark will read segments 
from his new book “Newsworld.’’ 
The fiction book is a collection 
of short stories relating to news 
and entertainment.
When: Friday, Jan. 19 at 7 p.m.
Where: Phillips Hall
Fbr more info: Call Kevin Clark 
at (805) 756-2506.
What: A new type of exhibit 
will display unusual digital art, 
some of vi^ich can Interact with 
the audience.
When: Friday, Jan. 19 through 
Feb. 17.
Where: The University Art 
Gallery in the Dexter Building.
For more info: Call Jeff Van 
Kleeck, the gallery coordinator, 
at (805) 756-1571.
www.mustan3daily.net
L ocal briefs
SAN L U IS  O B IS P O  —  A 36-year-old resident o f Oceanside, 
('ah f., was assaulted on Garden Street after getting kicked out o f  a 
bar just after midnight on Monday, police reported.
Authorities said the man, Joseph John Kenney, was escorted out o f 
a bar by bouncers after creating a disturbance and was confronted by 
a college-aged, white male not too long after. Kenney was report­
edly hit in the face and fell to the ground, hitting the back o f his 
head on the pavement. The San Luis Obispo Police Department is 
currently looking for the suspect, described to be tall with shoulder- 
length dark hair.
When SLO PD  officers found Kenney, he was barely able to speak 
and taken by ambulance to the Sierra Vista Hospital, where he was 
treated in the Intensive Care Unit for a concussion and possible skull 
fracture, authorities said.
C A L PO LY , SA N  L U IS  O B IS P O  —  “Invisible Children,” a 
documentary about the youth o f Africa, will make an appearance at 
four separate showings around Cal Poly and San Luis Obispo.
Made by three young men from Southern California in 2003, 
“ Invisible Children” is described on its Web site, www.invisiblechil- 
dren.com, as “funny, and heart-breaking, quick, and informative —  
all in the very same breath.”
Catch it at the the following showings:
-T h e  Nautical Bean, 11560 Los OsosValley R d .,o n Ja n . 15 at 6 
p.m.
-T h e  Business Silo, Building 2, on Jan. 16 at 7 :30 p.m. and Jan. 
18 at rt p.m.
- The Palm Theatre, 817 Palm St., on Jan. 20 at 10 a.m.
— Compiled hy the Muslani  ^ Daily staff
www.su
m
18OS-5»5>1S00
GRAND OPENINGI
Come in NOW and gat 10% off 
with your student IDI
A/so open between lunch S dinnerl
Opsn; Mon lo Tim llam-IOpm, Frt to Sat llM n-lIpni, Sun 12pm>Spni 
fb 11SM Los Osos VMtoy MS. SuNs US, Laguna Shopping Cantar
M u s t a n g  D a i l y
= NEWS =
News editor: Kristen Marschall • mustansdailynews^smail.com
Tuesday, January 16, 2007
D i s i l i
Sample fares From Santa BarlMra to: Sample fares From Los Angolas to;
San Francisco $151 Paris
Denver $202 Rome
Washington $278^ Seoui
$256
$274
Vtshttnr »>1« a<a »1 It« »4rrvi «»: Donmitr sMKintnNutaMm Ñiwlliaiiaii rüVmMTt««
le  StudentUniverse.com
Applicants
continued from  page I
3(X),(KK) prospective students in our database.”
The California State University system has also seen a 
large increase in applications for fall 2(K)7.
This year, the CSU system received approximately 
465,742 online applications, which resulted in a record 6 
percent increa.se.
Paul Browning, spokesman for the CSU system, said 
they work to provide additional outreach to inform par­
ents and students about the CSU application process.
“We put together a poster called ‘How to get to col­
lege,’ and we sent it all over the place. This poster outlines 
what you need to do to be eligible for CSU or to go to a 
CSU campus,” Browning said. “We also have an event 
called Super Sunday, where we go to African-American 
churches and talk about what CSU offers.”
Browning recommends prospective students use the 
online resource, CSUMentor at www.CSUMentor.edu. 
“It tells you everything you need to know,” Browning
said. “It goes beyond the application process and works as 
a counselor in a way.”
The CSU system also works with the Parent Institute 
for Quality Education to provide parents with classes on 
college education in California, Browning said.
“We do a lot o f things like that to try and get people 
more interested in going to college,” Browning said. “We 
welcome more students all the time. We want to bring our 
enrollment up. More money comes to us when we have 
more students and we always try to increase enrollment at 
our campuses.”
Even with the increase in applications. Maraviglia said 
Cal Poly will have the space to accept more students in fall 
2(X)7 then they had this year. He said they will continue 
to accept exceptional students.
“I think students applying to CSU and students apply­
ing to Cal Poly are very different,” Maraviglia said. “It is a 
totally different type o f environment then it is to other 
CSU campuses. It is a totally different type o f student 
applying here. Being admitted to Cal Poly is definitely a 
privilege.”
Amtrak
continued from  page 1
But one aspect o f the bill is rela­
tively uncontroversial. The idea o f 
matching funds for state investment 
in Amtrak is one that both support­
ers and critics o f the railroad have 
embraced —  and something states 
like California believe is long over­
due.
As for Amtrak itself, “states are our 
future,” President Alex Kummant 
told The Associated Press last week. 
He said a matching program for cap­
ital investments, along with making 
Amtrak “more user-friendly” for 
states, is essential if Amtrak is to cap­
italize on growing demand for inter­
city rail.
Even without such matching 
funds, states have been stepping up. 
The biggest player, California, cur­
rently contributes $73 million for the 
Pacific Surfliner and two other trains 
it runs jointly with Amtrak.
Illinois last year doubled its annual 
subsidy to Amtrak to $24 million. 
The increase followed several years 
o f double-digit growth in the num­
ber o f riders on routes connecting 
Chicago with St. Louis, Carbondale, 
III., and Quincy, 111., and allowed 
Amtrak to offer much more frequent 
service.
CubeSat
Mustangdaily.net
It's raally tnial
Where dreams 
really do 
come true
Other states that subsidize Amtrak 
service are Maine, Michigan, 
Missouri, New York, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, Vermont, 
Washington and Wisconsin.
Outside o f Amtrak’s busiest route 
—  the northeast corridor from 
Boston to Washington —  the state 
corridors are the biggest success sto­
ries. They provide a stark-contrast to 
the railroad’s long-distance trains, 
which many critics believe should be 
eliminated because they are costly 
and attract comparatively few riders.
State involvement is healthy, “as 
opposed to having our trains totally 
planned by a centralized, monopolis­
tic, Washington, D.C., organization,” 
said Joseph Vranich, a former Amtrak 
spokesman who is now one o f its 
most vocal critics.
But states can only do so much 
without the availability o f matching 
funds for capital improvements, said 
Jason Tai, director o f public and 
intermodal transportation for the 
Illinois Department o f
Transportation.
“Unlike other modes o f trans­
portation, be it liighw.iys, transit or 
even waterways, there is no dedicat­
ed substantial funding for rail. There 
is an unlevel playing field,”Tai said.
The Lautenberg-Lott legislation
would allow states to fund capital rail 
projects with up to 80 percent feder­
al funds. States would continue to 
pay operating costs, but their 
arrangements with Amtrak would 
become more standardized. 
Currently, each state operates under 
separately negotiated agreements.
“ If the federal government wants 
to get out of the operating business, 
this seems to me a reasonable way to 
do it,” said Will Kempton, director o f 
the California Department o f 
Transportation.
Kempton and Tai said any legisla­
tion that is passed should take into 
account past investments by states, so 
that those that did step up to fund 
Amtrak in the past are not penalized. 
They said one way to do that would 
be to provide them with a more gen­
erous match in the beginning.
How has your 
experience with 
Amtrak been?
take the poll at www.mustam^dally.net
continued from  page I
months, Coelho said.
“ NASA scientists now can go 
ahead and characterize their satel­
lite and understand it better so 
they can build another satellite and 
take care o f  all the bugs,” Coelho 
said.
Coelho hopes the success o f the 
project will lead to continued col­
laborative efforts between Cal Poly 
and NASA.
“We definitely want to follow 
up and work on other projects 
with NASA and do other missions 
with them too,” he said. “This is 
not a one-time deal. We seek to 
actively work with NASA.”
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THE BIZARRE
^Lln teodves postcatd 
fi»m  1949 in mail
Briefs
C H A R L E ST O N , S.C. —  A 
retired police chief who made a 
career out o f solving crimes is puz­
zled by his latest case, a postcard 
dated nearly 60 years ago that 
recently showed up in his mailbox.
Ned Hethington said a plain 
white envelope containing a faded 
postcard o f an old water wheel from 
the mountains o f North Carolina 
arrived at his home Dec. 12.
There was no note and no expla­
nation.
The card was addressed to Mrs. 
M.K. Hethington on King Street. A 
one-cent stamp was on the back, 
along with a postmark from 
Hendersonville, N.C., dated June 
28, 1949.
“Dear Granny,” the card read. “ It 
is very hot up here. I thought this 
picture would cool you off by look­
ing at it. Please write. Miss you. Aunt 
Olie O rr is going to take me around 
to see all the mountain. How is 
everyone. Margie.”
Hethington, who spent more 
than 30 years in law enforcement, 
decided to investigate.
He searched his family tree and 
learned “Mrs. M.K.” was his great- 
aunt, May King Hethington, who 
died in 1972. He later determined
the sender was Margery Gilreath, a 
second cousin who died in 1985. 
She apparently sent the card while 
visiting another relative.
But all o f the information he dis­
covered still doesn’t explain how it 
ended up at his home in West 
Ashley, several miles from its original 
destination.
The card arrived in an envelope 
that was postmarked in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., on Dec. 9. The return address 
is an e-mail account held by some­
one using the moniker “lost.post­
cards.” Hethington has e-mailed the 
account several times but hasn’t 
received a reply.
“Someone paid 39 cents to send 
it to me, but why didn’t they put a 
note in there?” Hethington said.“ I’d 
just love to know who it was and 
where it’s been all this time.”
State
SA N  F R A N C IS C O  (A P)
—  Three nights o f freezing 
temperatures have destroyed up 
to three-quarters o f California’s 
$1 billion citrus crop, according 
to an estimate issued Monday as 
forecasters warned the weather 
could continue.
Other crops, including avo­
cados and strawberries, also 
have suffered damage in the 
cold snap, agricultural officials 
said.
•  •  •
B E V E R L Y  H IL L S  (A P)
—  Former “American Idol” 
finalist Jennifer Hudson won 
the supporting-actress Golden 
Globe on Monday for her 
movie debut as a powerhouse 
vocalist in the musical 
“Dreamgirls,” boosting her 
chances for the same prize at 
the Academy Awards.
N ation al
A TLA N TA  (AP) —  The first 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day since 
the death o f King’s widow and 
the chief keeper o f his civil rights 
dream was marked Monday with 
speeches, visits to the couple’s 
tomb and the opening o f a collec­
tion o f his papers, including a 
draft o f his “ I Have a Dream” 
speech. Coretta Scott King’s lega­
cy loomed large over the 21st 
observance o f the King holiday at 
the historic Ebenezer Baptist
Church, where King preached.
•  •  •
R O C H E S T E R , N.Y. (AP)
—  A storm blamed for at least 39 
deaths in six states spread into the 
Northeast on Monday, coating 
trees, power lines and roads with a 
shell o f ice up to a half-inch thick 
and knocking out power to more 
than half a million homes and 
businesses.
International
BA G H D A D , Iraq (A P) —
The Iraqi government’s attempt 
Monday to close a chapter on 
Saddam Hussein’s repressive 
regime —  by hanging two o f his 
henchmen —  only appeared to 
anger many o f Saddam’s fellow 
Sunni Muslims after the former 
leader’s half brother was decapi­
tated on the gallows.
•  • •
L U X O R , Egypt (A P) —
Secretary o f State Condoleezza 
Rice said Monday she will bring 
together the Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders in the coming 
weeks for a summit dedicated to 
exploring ideas for an eventual 
Palestinian state. The announce­
ment came after Rice met with 
President Hosni Mubarak in this 
southern Egyptian town follow­
ing a three-day visit to Israel and 
the Palestinian territories.
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Add to  your
CAMPUS EXPRESS CLUB
membership during January 
and you'll be elig ib le to  win one of ten
$50 scholarships
I f  you spend m oney on campus, save 
yourse lf the  hassle o f cash and checks 
by using CAMPUS EXPRESS CLUB. It's 
already encoded on your PolyCard. For 
more inform ation or to  add value, check
www.calpolycorporation.org/express
Everyone adding value to their membersh^ January 1 • 31. whether via the web 
site, in person, by mail, telephone or at an Express Station is automatically 
entered in the drawing . Winner Vwill be contacted by email or telephone.
Spotllsht editor: Amy Asman • mustan3dailyspotH3ht@3mail.com 
Assistant Spotlight editor: Kathrene Tiffin
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Sunday inght marked the sec- with Freedom at the Steynberg ond local show I’ve been to Gallery. Just like Indian jewelry, the this year, and already the bar concert drew a good turnout, as well 
has been set very high. The F— ing as delivering beyond expectations. 
Champs and Citay played along Freedom functions as a second
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project from noise-band Meal and Seriously, it was extreme melody 
features the same guitarist with the from a large number o f players on a 
drummer swapped out for a sec- large variety o f instruments. Not to 
ond guitarist. Definitely noisier, mention that the acoustics o f the 
although I found that 1 preferred Steynberg Gallery aided the show so 
Meal’s move away from the territo- much, 
ry and increased focus on 
drums. '
Citay followed and 
pretty much stole the 
show, not that the 
Champs weren’t also 
rather amazing. For the 
record, Citay acts primar­
ily as the project o f Bay 
Area musician Ezra 
Feinberg. However, in 
concert, the eight-piece 
hand explores the territo- 
ry Feinberg records on
album. A fourth wall cuts the room slight-
Two guitarists, a bassist, a drum- ly sealing in even more sound for the
Seeing large bands work 
so well impresses me to 
no end. The closest 
feeling I can put it too is 
when I saw the New 
Pornographers in concert.
mer, two xylophone players, and a 
flutist back Feinberg with an assort­
ment o f keyboards and tambourines 
thrown in as well.
Seeing large bands work so well 
impresses me to no end. The closest 
feeling I can put it too is when I saw 
the New Pornographers in concert.
Ifont two rows and pushing strands of 
loud melody even farther into your 
ears.
Three-piece metal hand the 
Champs followed. While the 
Champs didn’t exceed expectations 
as much as Citay, they still fiilly deliv­
ered. We definitely got some loud
Wanna be the  M ustang Daily's
POP (£ u ltttr^ 7TtiC9
^  )  We're looking for an /f  y  opinionated, versatile
writer who is intersted 
in all different areas of 
entertainment and 
pop culture.
I n ^ r ^ e d ?
dErnail Amy at mustangdailyspotlight@gmail.com
wonderous metal pounded into our 
ears inside o f a small venue that left 
my hearing at a loss. Let’s face it, 
when it’s good, you can definitely do 
without the earplugs. O f course, 
with the Champs audience being 
primarily college rock kiddies and 
_ musical elitists, it didn’t feel like 
a metal show nor did the band 
look like a metal band. But, 
they did their best to remind us 
by engaging in metal shenani­
gans like touching instruments 
over their drummer in a way 
that seemed wholehearted.
As 1 said, it’s the second show 
o f the year, and they have 
already been topping what 1 
saw last year. So, my first show 
' this year that I booked is within 
a month’s time and I’m honest­
ly hoping that They Shoot Horses, 
Don’t They? can keep up the rhythm 
and momentum that has been set up 
in San Luis C'ibispo.
Show tip: Port O ’Brien will be 
playing with the Finches at the 
Steynberg (iallery on jan. 20 at 8 
p.m. If you missed my Port O ’Brien 
review last quarter, let me pass this 
on to you: Port O ’Brien is one o f the 
most promising 
hands the area has 
to offer. I’m sure if 
anyone is going to 
make it, it’s them. 
The song “I Woke 
Up Today” exhila­
rates with folk, 
chant-along glory 
and it is seriously 
worth showing up 
for alone.
As an additional 
reminder, K C PR 
is still accepting 
applications for 
new Djs. An 
i n f  o r m a t i o n a I 
meeting will be 
held at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday in the 
Graphic Arts 
building, room
201. Applications 
are due on 
Friday.
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Tunberlake movie a ‘Dog’
Cassie  G a e to
MUSTANG UAILY
Five men in wifebeaters sit 
around a comfortable, smoke-filled 
living room passing a bong, watch­
ing three girls in jean skirts dance 
to rap, and dropping hard­
hitting lines like ‘T m  so 
high, I can’t even see right 
now.” That basically sums up 
the extent o f street behavior 
captured in director Nick 
Cassavetes latest movie “Alpha 
Dog.” More effort was placed into 
creating seemingly casual environ­
ments for Justin Timberlake to 
appear shirtless than into any o f the 
dialogue or character relationships.
The story is based on the real-life 
crimes o f Jesse James Hollywood, 
played by Emile Hirsch under the 
name Johnny Truelove, who cur­
rently awaits trial for the alleged 
kidnap and murder o f Nicholas 
Markowitz. After a series o f delayed 
release dates and controversy over 
legal situations, the film opened 
Friday.
“Alpha Hog” tracks a three-day 
period in which Truelove and his 
loyal gang, including Timberlake, 
who plays Frankie Ballenbacher, 
kidnap the younger brother o f a 
drug-user financially indebted to 
Truelove.
(But Timberlake could have 
avoided the situation altogether had 
he simply stayed put in the Mickey 
Mouse Cdub.)
Hiding out in Balm Springs, the 
15-year-old hostage isn’t subjected 
to the usual captive restraints as he 
drinks, parties and loses his virginity 
in a threesome, all under the super­
vision o f his abductors. The desert 
retreat becomes increasingly chaotic 
after a missing persons report is filed 
and the characters begin to realize 
there isn’t a way to return the boy 
without consequences.
In fear o f serving 25 years to life 
for their roles in the abduction, all 
rationale goes out the window as 
they consider how to get’rid o f the 
evidence. Perhaps it is e’xactly this 
type o f rowdy behavior that led to 
the split o f Timberlake and girl­
friend Cameron Diaz?
After making some tough deci­
sions, Truelove abandons his gang 
with the mess and leaves the coun- 
try.
A fugitive in South America, 
the real-life Hollywood made 
history by becoming the 
youngest person to ever 
appear on the FBI’s most 
wanted list at age 19.
Hollywood’s lawyer suc­
cessfully postponed the movie 
release date from spring 2006 
because o f how the movie negative­
ly depicts his recently apprehended 
client.
The cast is a mix o f veterans, like 
Bruce Willis and Sharon Stone, non­
actors like Timberlake, and total 
unknowns.The movie also generat­
ed additional hype as everyone 
wants to see how pop star 
Timberlake will perform in the film, 
and to be honest I think we all knew 
how this one would turn out after 
one glimpse at a preview. Call me 
crazy, but I’m not sure how 
‘N SYN C translates to street credi­
bility. Nothing turns a boy band 
member hardcore quite like years o f 
ripping ofT Janet Jackson’s clothes 
and dancing in computerized boxes 
t o “KockVour Body.”
All in all, Timberlake’s acting is 
believable about 45, maybe 50 per­
cent o f the time but there are defi­
nitely moments, especially in a pool 
scene, when I was sure his magic 
marker tattoos were going to wash 
off and “SexyBack” was going to 
start playing in the background.
If all you are looking for is some 
serious entertainment accomplish­
ments done by Timberlake, jump on 
your computer and view his latest 
Saturday Night Live skit “Dick in a 
Box” on Youtube.com.
Unfortunately, the hodgepodge 
continues throughout the movie as 
scenes jump from overdone, “hard­
core” parties with literally no signif­
icance to the dark, twisted ending.
To those thinking o f seeing it, 
there are far better ways to pass the 
time. The only compelling aspect 
o f  the film is the true story it 
depicts, which can be read about 
online for fire.
COURTESY PHOTO
Bad boy Frankie Ballenbacher (Justin Timberlake) and fellow gang 
member Elvis Schmidt (Shawn Hatosy) discuss what they should do 
with their underage hostage in the new crime thriller **Alpha Dog.” 
The movie is based on the controversial life of Jesse James Hollywood.
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to m u s ta n g d a ily @ g m a il.c o m
notices
The Mustang Daily is a "designated 
public forum." Student editors have full 
authority to make all content decisions 
without censorship or advance approval.
The  Mustang Daily is a free newspa­
per; however the removal of more than 
one copy of the paper per day is subject 
to a cost of 50 cents per issue.
Printrd By
U nivrrsity  Graphic  Systbm .s
ugs.calptily.oJu | ugs^uilpoly.rdu
January 16 ,2 0 0 7  
Volum e L X X , N o . 66 © 2 0 0 7  
Mustang Daily
"I need to wash my hat. It's starting to 
smell like my neacf' '
Tuesday, January 16, 2007
Editor In chief: Emily Rancer 
Manasiris editor: Jennifer Hall mustangdaily@3mail.com
www.mustan3daiiy.net
HUMOR COLUMN
How to start calling shotgun like a pro
W ell, everyone has their way to do it. Some are quicker 
than others, so in the end really, 
only one person prevails. O f 
course. I’m talking about the shot­
gun. Now, hold on college boy and 
college girl, because I’m not talk­
ing about shotgunning a beer, but 
rather the ever so important “shot­
gun” yell to get the rights to the 
front passenger seat in the car. The 
rules o f shotgun are always debated 
though, as everyone grew up with 
their own rules on how this 
process o f car seating arrangements 
must take place. So, as 1 do every 
week, I am going to guide your life 
in the right direction with proper 
shotgun rules.
Before we get into the rules, let’s 
first get some sort o f history about 
this rule. As you, my loyal reader 
know, my research is extensive' for 
these articles. Basically, I 
Wikipediad^ the word “shotgun.” 
In the article, it said that, “Shotguns 
are normally used to hunt whitetail 
deer in the thick brush and briars o f 
the South-Eastern and upper 
Midwestern United States, where, 
due to the dense cover, ranges tend 
to be very close —  25 meters or 
less.”
This, o f course, has nothing to do 
with the car shotgun rules, but I felt 
that since you go to my guides to 
life each week for education, 
putting in that useful tidbit o f 
knowledge will only help your 
understanding o f the world. Well,
kj2
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since Wikipedia didn’t directly have 
the answer o f the history o f the 
game. I’ll use my extensive-' knowl­
edge to tell you what it means. 
Pretty much, the shotgun is used to 
shoot animals. Humans are types o f 
animals. And finally, humans have 
an obsession to sit in the front o f 
cars if they aren’t driving. Voila! We 
have the name and meaning o f the 
game.
O K, enough with the history, 1 
mean come on, I think it is safe to 
say that you don’t want to be bog­
gled down by such thorough and 
academic information like what I 
gave you in the last paragraph.
The first rule is that every per­
son who will be going in the 
car must be in attendance. This
actually saves that one 
friend who always takes 
forever to get ready. 
Why the protection? 
Well, there is an 
extremely humane rea­
son. The people who 
take the longest to get 
ready most likely have 
some self-esteem issues 
and need as much time 
as possible to make 
themselves look as 
good as possible. Now, 
if they didn’t have the 
protection o f this rule 
and were forced to sit 
in the back o f the car 
every time, this would 
crush their already 
depressing life that much more, 
continuing the spiral o f failures in 
their life. Harsh? Maybe, but some­
times the truth hurts.
The second rule is that the car 
must be in eyesight. This one is 
more o f a time frame rule than any­
thing else. With this rule, that one 
jerk o f a friend who likes to always 
call shotgun the instant the group is 
ready to go can’t do this anymore. 
With this rule, o f course tall people 
have the advantage over, well, 
midgets. This is fine though as 
midgets have good things going for 
them, such as being able to buy chil­
dren’s clothes, which are much 
cheaper than normal people’s 
clothes'*.
Now at this point, you might
have already lost position in the car. 
Fear not though, as you still have a 
chance to sit shotgun as the pas­
sengers in the car have the right 
to one challenge for the rights 
to sitting up front. To execute 
the challenge, there is an easy, yet 
extremely mind bending and mind 
boggling game that is played. That 
game is “Princess, Hunter, Bear.” 
Sound intimidating? Well, it is, but 
this whole shotgun thing is a seri­
ous issue.
Here’s how it works. The two 
competitors face opposite directions 
and secredy choose either princess 
(makes a kissing face and then curt­
sy), hunter (put your arms out like 
you are shooting a gun) and bear 
(put your arms above your head like 
a bear would). On the count o f 
three, the two players turn and act 
out what they choose. Princess 
beats hunter. Hunter beats bear. 
Bear beats princess. Best two out o f 
three gets the right to the front seat.
As for the rest o f the car, or the 
“losers” as I’ll call them, the only 
hope left, without challenge, is the 
backseat positioning. After “shot­
gun” is called and the possible chal­
lenge was executed, “right nut” and 
“left nut” can then be called for the 
last two go(xl seats in the car, leaving 
that one sorry, sorry friend riding 
“bitch” in the middle.
Mike Heimowitz is a jourtialistti 
senior and Mustanii Daily humor colum­
nist. See how he calls the shots at mike- 
heimountz.com.
' Typo. By “extensive,” I mean “little to no.”
2 If you can “Cioogle” something you should be able to “Wikipedia” something as well.
'  Read note No. 1.
Wow, was that politically incorrect? Sorry. I’ll use the term “little people” instead of “midget.”
LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Capitalism requires 
homelessness to exist
I sure hope Brian Eller’s article 
“Giving to homeless not so help­
ful” (Jan. 10) was a big joke. It was 
painful to read, yet valuable in that 
it highlights some o f our society’s 
biggest socioeconomic problems.
Brian urges our student body to 
“attack the root o f the problem” by 
yelling at the homeless fixim speed­
ing automobiles. He then claims 
that he “really believes in helping 
people.” The paradox is, he wants 
to help the homeless for his sake 
and not theirs.
For a capitalist system to func­
tion properly, a certain level o f 
unemployment must exist. 
Otherwise, inflation runs rampant. 
The current unemployment rate in 
California stands at 4.5 percent, 
which is those actively pursuing 
work. Those with the lowest job 
skills inevitably fall into this cate­
gory, which leads them toward 
depression, drugs, etc. Clearly, they 
have no family or friends to turn 
to, or they wouldn’t wind up on
the streets. Their mental instability 
is only worsened by people like 
Brian, who mock and harass them 
in the streets.
Please understand that the 
homeless are a product o f our eco­
nomic system; the same one we 
operate in, privileged with a col­
lege education. Once you under­
stand this, Brian, we can begin to 
attack the root o f the problem.
Alex Metcalf
Business administration Junior
Beggars not always in need
I believe giving to he^^rs is 
wrong. Somebody previously said 
the homeless population is made up 
o f alcoholics, which can’t be true. 
However, substance abuse is no rea­
son to beg.
. Why should we give to be j^ rs? 
They didn’t earn it. When I was 
growing up in Salinas, I gave my 
sandwich to a woman “in need” 
with a baby and she threw it away. 
Another time the Salinas paper did 
a story on a “homeless” man 
named Jim Fergusse who begged at 
the Lucky’s on South Main. Locals 
know him as “the guy with a 
strainer on his head.” Jim graduat­
ed with my dad and isn’t homeless 
—  he has an apartment, car and 
phone. He doesn’t work because 
he makes more begging. His annu­
al income is about $H0,(KK). One
time I was walking in downtown 
San Luis Obispo and saw an 
acquaintance o f a friend. He has a 
MySpace page, lives with his par­
ents and beg .^ That’s pathetic.
Lasdy, there was a guy by 
Ralph’s with a broken arm, red 
curiy hair and glasses. He had a 
sign begging, yet he made it to the 
bars in Monterey.
People can be cheats. Instead o f 
throwing money, offer them lunch 
or give to an organization, like the 
Red Cross. There are several local 
shelters for homeless people to 
sleep or use as an address to gain 
employment that take donations. 
There are also houses to help the 
mentally ill homeless poplulation.
I live next to one. Substance abuse 
is no excuse for draining the sys­
tem that honest people pay into. 
Mark Mraule 
Agribusiness senior
Some wrant to be homeless
Dear Brian Eller,
First off, I can’t believe that you 
have the balls (or lack thereof) to 
be able to wear a striped polo 
shirt and still call yourself a 
Republican. You are just strength­
ening the stereotype that West 
Coast Republicans are weak and 
are an embarassment to the right 
wing. But anyways, aside from 
your oxymoronic attire, I want to
comment on your article about 
the homeless.
Not long ago, I did a report for 
an En^sh class on the homeless, 
and I decided to focus on those 
who desire to be homeless. I 
believe that you are insulting per- 
feedy intelligent people to whom 
homelessness is just a way o f life. ’ 
And many o f these people do not 
beg and/or want money fix)m oth­
ers. But even the ones that do: 
more power to ya. That’s how they 
want to do it, so that’s how they do 
it. They have the right to be home­
less just as you have the right to be 
a complete and total jerk.
And what do you say to the 
countless homeless who are veter­
ans and have done more than 
could be imagined, and should not 
be expected to work by any 
means. And what about the devel- 
opmentally retarded homeless, what 
do you want them to do, because 
I’m sure that if you saw a handi­
capped person giving you your 
Taco Bell your small mind would 
be terribly disgusted. And what 
about the women with children, 
what about that.
I respect your right to an opin­
ion, but 1 think maybe you should 
open up your mind a little more 
next time you think.
Kevin Bascom
Pyschology fresh man
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continued from  page 8
sacks. Cornerback Eric Allen was in 
the prime o f his career.
Led by Cunningham, the offense 
was No. 2 in the NFL in total yardage. 
Then known as “Starship 12,” 
Cunningham had a touchdown- 
interception ratio o f 30-13 and rushed 
for 942 yards.
This team was haunted by a poor 
kicking game —  kicker Roger Ruzek 
was 21 for 29, missed three extra 
points and punterJefFFeagles had two 
punts blocked.
A team that could have ran the 
table instead wound up 10-6 and was
bounced at home in the divisional 
round, 20-6  by the Washington 
Redskins.
6. 1979 Houston Oilers (11-5)
Two words —  Earl C'ampbell.
CampbeU rushed for 1,697 yards 
and 19 touchdowns, leading Houston 
to the AFC title game, where it fell 
27-13 at Pittsburgh.
Mike Reinfeldt had one o f the 
finest seasons ever for a defensive 
back, picking off 12 passes for 205 
yards.
7.1993 Kansas City Chiefs (11-5)
Joe Montana and Marcus Allen 
lined up in the same backfield. Both
went to the Pro Bowl.
Allen scored 15 total touchdowns, 
but the story was the defense —  
Neil Smith and Derrick Thomas 
combined for 23 sacks and the unit 
picked off 20 passes.
The Chiefs eventually lost at the 
three-time defending AFC champi­
on Buffalo Bills, 30-10 in the con­
ference title game.
8.1990 Los Angeles Raiders (12-4)
Allen and Bo Jackson rotated at 
running back.
Yikes.
The two combined for 18 total 
touchdowns and Jackson went to the
Sork Shoes
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Lehmann
6 The year 1003
10 Puzzle with a 
start and an end
14 Teamsters, e.g.
15 Machu Picchu 
builder
16 “I had n o ___!"
17 ‘Where the 
Washington 
Nationals play
19 Salty drop
20 Before, to bards
21 Skip past
22 Orders with 
schmears
24 Approach at a 
clip
26 Not so genial
28 Pestle's partner
30 “Ho ho ho" 
fellow
34 Notebook 
projections
37 _______Stanley
Gardner
38 Intense dislike
39 When lunch 
might end
41 Table scrap
42 Sign of life
43 Forearm bones
44 Carnivore's 
intake
46 Shows curiosity
47 Many a contract 
negotiator
48 Prove 
successful
SO Montezuma, e g.
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56 Basketry fiber
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67 Milne bear
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Cut out 
Publicist's job 
Sigmund 
Freud's 
daughter 
Lets up
No. 1205
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DOWN
Drew in 
Prefix with 
structure 
Takes a shine to
___Gatos. Calif.
Completely 
Longish dress 
Off-the-cuff 
response... 
and a hint to 
the answers to 
the four starred 
dues
Place for an 
R.N
Metric feet 
‘ Engineer from 
Cambridge
"Zip-___-Doo-
Dah"
Gung-ho feeling 
Floppy parts of 
a dachshund 
Dean Martin’s
■That’s ___"
Old Greek 
storyteller 
‘ Gilbert and 
Sullivan classic 
King Minos, for 
one
___I’oeil
Guitarist 
Lofgren 
Ivory source 
Iowa State's 
town
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Puz2la by Kannath J Barnikar
34 When said 45 Something to
three times, a 
W.W II film
35 Word jumble; 
Abbr,
36 Eliot’s "Adam
40 Gaynor of 
‘South Pacific’
debate
49 Loosen, as a 
corset
51 Buccaneers’ 
home
53 Neighbors of 
43-Across
54 Ed of the 
Reagan cabinet
55 Cruel sorts
56 Calamine lotion 
target
57 Too stylish, 
maybe
58 Page (through)
60 Fed workplace 
watchdog
64 Director Howard
65 PBS funder
For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute: or, with a 
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years 1-888-7-ACROSS 
Online subscnptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000 
past puzzles, nytimes com/aosswords ($34.95 a year). 
Share tips: nytimes conVpuzzleforum. Crosswords for young 
solvers; nytimes com/leaming/xwords.
Pro Bowl with a 5.6-yards-per-carry 
average.
As maligned as he was, quarter­
back Jay Schroeder had a touch­
down-interception ratio o f 19-9 and 
guided an offense that had major 
big-play capability —  the Raiders 
led the NFL with an average o f 8.59 
yards per pass attempt and both 
starting wideouts averaged more 
than 16 yards per catch.
Howie Long was the emotional 
core o f the league’s fourth-ranked 
yardage defense, which rolled up 48 
sacks.
And you know you’re good when 
Tim Brown’s primary role is to 
return punts.
But Jackson suffered a season­
ending hip injury in the divisional 
round, and the Raiders’ six-game 
winning streak was emphatically 
stopped when they ran into a buzz 
saw in the AFC title game. That’s 
when the Bills, using what was then 
a revolutionary no-huddle offense, 
hammered the Silver and Black 51- 
3 in the snow on the way to the first 
o f four straight Super Bowl appear­
ances.
9. 1991 Detroit lion s (12-4)
The only legitimate Super Bowl
ml
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contender o f Barry Sanders’ career.  ^
One o f  six Pro Bowlers, Sanders |‘ 
zigged and zagged his way to l,548j| 
yards and 16 touchdowns rushmg.  ^
Pro Bowl linebacker Chri^i 
Spielman led a defense that include 
cornerback Ray Crockett, who,| 
picked off six passes for 141 yards jf 
and a score. f
Mel Gray went to the Pro Bowl ( 
after averaging 25.8 yards per kick j  
return and 15.4 per punt return.
The most interestii g aspect is that 
this team demolished the Dallai 
Cowboys —  one year before they 
won the Super Bowl 52-17 —  by a 
score o f 38-6  in the divisional round | 
at the Pontiac Silverdome.They the 
got rolled 41-10 at eventual Supe: 
Bowl champion Washington.
Similar to Marino going to th^ 
Super Bowl in his second seasoil 
(1984), Sanders was one game awa)l 
in his third year. Neither got clos«^  | 
ever again. ’ i
I
10. 1998 New York Jets (12-4)
How many teams can say they \ 
were No. 5 in the league in points  ^
scored and No. 2 in fewest poind > 
allowed? '  1
Vinny Testaverde threw for 2 9 1 
touchdowns, Curtis Martin (1,653 : 
total yards) led a deep backfield and : 
wideouts Keyshawn Johnson and i 
Wayne Chrebet each surpassed | 
1,000 yards receiving. 1 |
In the prime o f his career, corner- ( 
back Aaron Glenn (six picks) led } 
head coach Bill Parcells’ defense, 
which included Pro Bowler Mo «
Lewis and Bryan Cox.
Problem was, they had to go to ' 
Mile High Stadium for the AFC title 
game and lost 23-10 to the Broncos. | 
who started the season 13-0 on the 
way to their second straight Vince 
Lombardi trophy.
Earn $100-$200/shift. No experience necessary.
International Bartender School will be back in SLO one week only. Day/Eve. 
classes. Job placement pt. time/full time openings, limited seating, call today!
1-800-859-4109 www.bart8ndusa.la
SLOTOWNBARBERSIOr
$11 HAIRCUTS
Tues-Thur 7afTv6pni 
Fn-sat 8:30anv6pm
Mark Roetker 
805.543.9744
1261 Laurel Lane
San Luis Otxspo, CA 93401
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HELP WANTED
Clothing Manufacturer
needs models for local location 
photoshoot for summer lines 
$10/hr Need ASAPI 
Attach photos to email: 
photos@cobarr.com
Research Candidates
Coastal Medical Research Group, 
Inc. is conducting a clinical 
research trial for participants with 
Candidiasis. Are you 18 years 
of age or older? Do you have 
vaginal itching, burning or 
irritation? You may qualify to 
participate in this research study. 
Qualified participants will receive 
study related medical exams, 
investigational medication and 
reimbursement for time and travel.
Call for more information: 
Coastal Medical Research Group, 
________ Inc. 805-549-7570
Want to place an ad? 756-1143
HELP WANTED
Research Candidates
CMRG is actively looking for 
Research Candidates to 
participate in a clinical trial. If you 
are 18 years or older, diagnosed 
with a Sinusitis Infection and have 
had symptoms longer than 7 days 
and less than 28 days with two 
of the following: Facial Pain, 
Purulent Nasal Discharge, Frontal 
Headaches, Maxillary Dental Pain, 
or Fever, you may qualify for this 
clinical research study. Please call 
Coastal Medical Research Group 
at 805-549-7570 
for more information.
Time and travel may be 
reimbursed for qualified patients.
Modeling Opportunities at 
davidschoen.com in Art, Beauty, 
and Magazine Print Projects, 
e-mail david@davidschoen.com 
or call (805) 471-0875
HELP WANTED
Winter/Spring Positions Available 
Earn up to 150$ per day 
Exp not Required. 
Undercover shoppers needed 
To Judge Retail and 
Dining Establishments.
Call 800-722-4791
Classified Ads Website 
Ads Online and on print! 
WWW. mustangdally. net
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Universal Healthcare Lobby Day
Tuesday January 16th, 2007 
Sacramento, CA 
"Healthcare is a Right, 
not a Privilege"
Join us in advocating for the 
uninsured in California and 
supporting Universal Healthcare! 
Find out more at our booths on 
Thursday -f Friday 
at the UU Plaza! 
raisetherespect@gmail.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SKYDIVE TAh*
100% ADRENALINE RUSH Tandem 
& AFF Excellent Safety Record 
Student Discount 
www.skydlvetaft.com
(661) 765-5867
Invisible Children Film
Where: Business Silo in Bldg. 2 
When: Jan 16th at 7:30 pm 
Jan 18th at 8:00 pm
Also showing downtown at: 
Jan 15th: Nautical Bean Coffee 
at 6pm
Jan 20th: Palm Theatre at 10am 
(raisetherespect@gmail.com)
SHOUT OUTS!
Every Thursday, FREE! Submit it 
by Tuesday to run on Thurs! 
Call Jackie 756-1143
HOMES FOR SALE
Free List of all Houses and 
Condos for sale in SLO.
Nelson Real Estate 
(805) 546-1990 or email 
steve@slohomes.com
LOST AND FOUND
FOUND: Amanda’s Ford Keys 
Call Bryan 805-234-4337
REWARD: Lost Tl 89 Calculator 
Call Joe at (805) 234-3934 ,
Lost 256mb maroon PNY ^
flashdrive. Please contact 
Jacob (559) 799-3691
FOUND: Sunglasses in Bldg 13 
Call 909-633-8022
Lost African Goat from Fisher Hall 
$100 REWARD 756-5242
$1000 REWARD for info on stolen 
1999 silver Volvo S70 model 
Contact: 431-2972
Lost and Found ads are FREE
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Poly swimming 
teams edge UC  
San^ Cruz at home
m M
A
MTRICK TRAirmELO MUSTANG DAILY
Cal Poly senior swimmer JefFTorbeck (above) did not place in the 200 freestyle bat finished the event 
in 1 minute, 58.8 seconds. He helped the Cal Poly men beat visiting UC Santa Cruz 155-145 Monday. 
The Mustang women won 153-143.
MUSTANG DAILY STAFF REPO RT
The Cal I\)ly women’s swim­
ming and diving team handed vis­
iting U C  Sanu Cruz a 153-143  
loss and the Mustang men won 
155-145 Monday.
Cal Poly freshman Christina 
Shilling set a lifetime best in the 
500-yard freestyle with a winning 
time of 5 minutes, 16.43 seconds.
Also for the Mustang women, 
junior Stacey Sorensen won four 
events. She took the 100-yard 
backstroke (1 :00.53), 50-yard 
freestyle (24.78), 100-yard 
freestyle (54.28) and 200-yard 
freestyle relay (1:40.04).
On the men’s side. Cal Poly 
freshman Corwin Di Dio won 
both the 200-yard freestyle 
(1:47.16) and 500-yard freestyle
(4:43.77). Cal Poly freshman Don 
Sales won the 200-yard butterfly 
(2:01.1) and 200-yard backstroke 
and sophomore Kellen Ranahan 
took the 100-yard butterfly 
(51.81).
The Mustangs face U C  Davis at 
Pacific at noon Saturday.
Cal Pnly concludes its season at 
the Big West Conference Finals in 
Long Beach from Feb. 21-24.
Hornets buzz into Mott Gym tonight
C^ al Poly can get to the .5 0 0  
nark with a nonconference  
A^ in over Sacram ento State.
Tristan Aird
I SI ANC DAILY
I )on’t look now, but if the Cal 
’oly men’s basketball team wins 
onight, it will have reached the 
aOO mark.this late in the season for 
lie first time since a 6-6  start to the 
’(»(»3-04 campaign.
Milt to get there, the Mustangs (7-
1-3 Big West Conference) will 
ive to defeat visiting Sacramento 
t.ite at 7 p.m. in Mott Ciym. The 
•line is *C'al Poly’s final tune-up 
efore playing its next four games 
— three o f which in conference —  
on the road, where the Mustangs are 
1- 6 .
“ They’re talented, they’ve had a
couple good wins,’’ C.al Poly assistant 
coach Mob Lowe said o f Sacramento 
State. “They’re quick, they’re athletic. 
If I were to compare them to some­
body in conference, it’d probably be 
someone like Fullerton or Long 
Beach State. They try to beat you off 
the dribble.”
Lowe spoke Monday at a weekly 
press conference in head coach 
Kevin Bromley’s absence.
The Hornets (7-11, 2-4 Big Sky 
C'onference) picked up perhaps their 
best win o f the season against a Big 
West team when they edged visiting 
Pacific 74-72 in overtime Dec. 6.
Sacramento State, which is 2-S on 
the road, has been outrebounded by 
an average o f 4.8 boards per game, 
but is plus-5.6 in the turnovers per 
game column.
As for Cal Poly, the Mustangs will 
try to improve to 7-1 at home.
“We feel good about where we’re
at right now,” Lowe said. “The thing 
that we really worked on the last cou­
ple weeks has been taking care o f the 
ball offensively and making sure we 
get good shots. I think we’ve worked 
hard on that.”
The Mustangs are benefiting from 
the play o f four sophomores in their 
rotation —  starting point guard Trae 
edark (7.1 points per game, 3.1 assists 
per game), starting center Titus 
Shelton (7.9 ppg, 5.5 rebounds per 
game, 1.9 blocks per game), backup 
point guard Chaz Thomas (5.6 ppg) 
and reserve combo guard Rick 
Hij^ins, who is shooting .346 from 
3-point range.
“I think they’ve done a great job,” 
Lowe said o f the youthfiil players. “AH 
those guys played a lot as freshmen so 
we were counting on them going 
into the season. I think that they’ve 
continued to mature as players and 
we hope they’ll continue to.”
COMIVIENTARY
Chargers on list with 
’98  Vikings, ’99  Jaguars
Tristan  Aird
MUSTANG DAILY
Since the Super Bowl era began after the 1966 season, only three NFL teams have 
won 14 or more regular-season 
games and gone winless in the play­
offs.
It’s happened twice in the last 
three years.
With their season-ending 24-21 
loss to the New England Patriots on 
Sunday, the San Diego Chargers 
joined the 2005 Indianapolis Colts 
and the 1986 Chicago Bears as the 
only 14-win clubs to go 0-1 in the 
postseason.
But those three teams are hardly 
the only ones to suffer head-scratch­
ing defeats at the end o f a magical 
season.
Here are the top 10 teams who 
failed to reach the Super Bowl.
There is one catch to qualify for 
the list —  teams must not have 
reached or won a Super Bowl in the 
same era. For example, clubs like the 
2(K)4 Pittsburgh Steelers (15-1), 1994 
Dallas Cowboys (12-4) and 1974 
Oakland Raiders (12-2) cannot make 
the list because they appeared in or 
won Super Bowls within a year or 
two o f their playoff disappointments.
Although they might not have 
made it to the big game, here are 10 
teams who probably could beat 
almost any Super Bowl champion:
1.1998 Minnesota Vikings (15-1)
They scored more points than any 
team in league history (556). They 
tied for the most regular-sea,son wins 
in a 16-ganie season. They had the 
league MVP in resurgent quarter­
back Randall Cunningham, nine Pro 
Bowlers, the league’s sixth-ranked 
scoring defense and won games by 
scores like 31-7, 29-6, 41-7, 34-13, 
24 -3 ,48 -22 ,50 -10  and 41-21.
Cunningham was at the controls 
o f an eye-popping offense that saw 
receivers Randy Moss (17 touch­
downs) and Cris Carter (12) com­
bine for 2,324 yards receiving.
Cunningham’s backups were 
Super Bowl X X X V II champion 
Brad Johnson and future Miami 
Dolphins starter jay Fiedler. The run­
ning backs were Robert Smith and 
Leroy Hoard, who combined for 
2,155 yards from scrimmage and 18 
total touchdowns.
The defense was led by tackle John 
Randle (10.5 sacks) and cornerback 
Jimmy Hitchcock (seven intercep­
tions, 242 yards, three TDs).
Special teams? •
No problem there. Kicker Gary 
Anderson didn’t miss all sea.son on his 
way to 164 points and punter Mitch 
Berger, who had to boot the ball only 
55 times all year, averaged 44.7 yards 
and had none blocked.
By the way, that team’s offensive 
coordinator was Brian Billick, who 
has led the Ravens to the playoffs 
four times and won Super Bowl 
X X X V  since becoming their head 
coach in P/AL
The only problem was that the 
Vikings ran into an underdog 14-2 
team —  you don’t see that often —  
in the Atlanta Falcons in the NFC' 
title game, («ary Anderson missed a 
potential game-winning field goal
only to have Atlanta kicker Morten 
Anderson send Minnesota packing 
with a shocking 30-27 overtime loss.
2.1999Jacksonville Jaguars (14-2)
They lost to only one team all 
year.
Problem was, the -eventual AFC] 
champion Tennessee Titans pounded 
the Jaguars 41-14 in Week 16 before 
coming away with an easy 33-14 win 
in the AFC title game in Jacksonville.
This was the best season o f offen­
sive tackle Tony Boselli’s short-lived 
career. He helped pave the way for 
running backs James Stewart and 
Fred Taylor, who combined to ram­
ble for 19 touchdowns. Receiver 
Jimmy Smith hauled in 116 passes for 
1,636 yards.
The league’s No. 1-ranked scoring 
defense boasted three players with 
double-digit sack totals.
They had the league’s best special- 
teams unit with kick returner Alvis 
Whitted (23.4 average, one TD), punt 
returner Reggie Barlow (10.9 aver­
age, one TD) and field-goal kicker 
Mike HoUis (31 for 38).
Not to mention, they beat the 
Dolphins 62-7 —  yes, 62-7 —  in 
Dan Marino’s last game.
3. 2006 San D iego Chargers 
(14-2)
You know the story.
The league’s leader in points 
scored (492) was built around MVI* 
running back LaDainian Tomlinson, 
who scored a record 31 touchdowns 
and threw for two more.
Ten players will play in the Pro 
Bowl.
To illustrate how overwhelming 
and diversified their offense was, 
Tomlinson’s backup, Michael Turner, 
rushed for 502 yards.
And despite niLssing four games 
with a mysterious steroid suspension, 
Shawne Merriman rang up 17 sacks 
while leading the NFL’s seventh- 
ranked scoring defense.
Former Cal Poly receiver and cur­
rent Chargers Pro Bowl spiecial team- 
er Kassim Osgood was part o f a unit 
that included Pro Bowl kicker Nate 
Kaeding (26 for 29) and punter Mike 
Scifies, who bnded 35 punts inside 
the opponent’s 20-yard line.
4.2005 Indianapolis Colts (14-2)
They could be removed fixiin this 
list if they win Sunday.
But for now, a 13-0 start will 
always be remenibcred as a waste 
because they lost three o f their last 
four games.
They were No. 2 in both points 
scored and fewest points allowed and 
sent seven players to the Pro Bowl.
But kicker Mike Vaiideijagt, who 
was 23 for 25 during the regular sea­
son, shanked a 46-yarder against the 
eventual Super Bowl champion 
Steelers in the divisional round.
5.1990 Philadelphia Eagjes (10-6)
They are unfairly forgotten 
because all six o f their regular-season 
losses came by seven or fewer points, 
including three by a field goal or less.
Buddy Kyan was head coach and 
architect o f a defense featuring 
Reggie White, Seth Joyner and C]lyde 
Simmons, who combined for 29
see Top 10, page 7
